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Glossar

Autun Napoleon’s mother tongue was 
Italian. He learned French at a 
religious school in Autun, 
mainland France. Actually, he 
never really mastered the French 
language to perfection and 
always had problems with his 
spelling and accent.

military academies In May 1779, Napoleon went to 
the military academy at Brienne-
le-Château where he excelled at 
maths and proved to be a very 
diligent student. When he had 
completed his studies there in 
1781 he went on to École 
Militaire in Paris.

governments As an officer of the French 
army, Napoleon served under 
different governments. In 1785, 
at the beginning of his career, he 
actually served in the royal army 
as a second lieutenant; in 1792 
he was promoted to captain and 
served under the National 
Assembly; then, in 1793, he 
answered to the National 
Convention; finally, from 1795 
to 1799, he obeyed orders issued 
by the Directory.

disgraceful peace treaty Although not being officially 
authorised to conclude treaties 
without consulting the Directory 
first, Napoleon drafted and 
signed the Treaty of Campo 
Formio which gave France 
control of northern Italy. 

coup d’etat Staatsstreich
Code Civil Originally referred to as Code 

civil des Français. Later, this 
legal masterpiece came to be 
known as the Napoleonic Code 
or Code Napoleon.

plebiscite Volksabstimmung
new coalition Throughout his career, Napoleon 

faced the opposition of many 
European countries which forged 
varying alliances against the 
French emperor. 

His influence on… The Treaty of Lunéville (1801) 
basically confirmed the terms of 



the Treaty of Campo Formio. 
Amongst other issues, this treaty 
made Austria cede its territories 
left of the river Rhine to France. 
Of course, the German nobility 
that had lost territories in that 
treaty had to be compensated. 
This compensation was eventu-
ally regulated in the  Reichs-
deputationshauptschluss (1803). 
This decision simplified Ger-
many geographically. Where 
there had been about 300 inde-
pendent territories before 1803, 
there were only 41 independent 
states.

Francis II Franz II. Kaiser des Heiligen 
römischen Reiches deutscher 
Nation von 1792–1806. Dann 
Kaiser Franz I. von Österreich 
(1804–1835)

Frederick William III König Friedrich Wilhelm III. 
von Preußen.

Continental System/Continental 
Blockade

Kontinentalsperre

scorched-earth-policy Politik der verbrannten Erde
The Grand Army finally fell 
apart

More than half a million soldiers 
left their homes to fight against 
Russia, but only about 110,000 
soldiers survived that war.
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