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Bartholomeu Diaz (1451–1500) was  Portuguese 
explorer, the first known to have sailed 
around the southernmost tip of Africa 
in 1488 in search of finding a trade 
route to India

located in South Africa, it was and is 
an important point for sailors sailing to 
the Far East and Australia

(1600–1649), second son of James I of 
England, King of England, Scotland 
and Ireland between 1625 and 1649. 
Charles I and the Parliament battled 
over the legitimacy of power in the 
English Civil War (1641–1651). It 
ended with a Parliamentary victory 
and  
Charles I was executed in 1649

Christopher 
Columbus

(1451-1506) Columbus was from 
Genua, Italy and wanted to find a 
western water route to India.

Hernando Cortés (1485–1547) was the leader of an 
expedition that resulted in the fall of 
the Aztec Empire and saw large parts 
of Mexico governed by the King of 
Castile. He belonged to the first phase 
of Spanish colonisation of the 
Americas.

name for the elected lower house in 
the legislative assembly established in 
the Colony of Virginia. Burgess was 
the term used for a freeman of a 
borough or burgh. Later it became the 
term for an elected or appointed 
official in the English House of 
Commons

The Inca civilization was the largest 
empire in America before Christopher 
Columbus in the Anden region (parts 
of present-day Chile, Peru, Argentina 
and Bolivia)

indentured laborer typically under contract to an 
employer for a fixed period of time, 
usually three to seven years, in 
exchange for their transportation (for 
example to America), food, clothing, 
lodging and other necessities.

King of Scots (1566–1626)  King of 
England and Ireland (1603–1625). 
Under his reign, Catholics were 
oppressed. At the same time, 
colonization of America started on ist 
course with the settlement at 
Jamestown (1607) and Plymouth 
(1620).
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Triangular Trade Dreieckshandel

(1509–1564) French theologian and 
pastor during the Protestant 
Reformation; after a violent uprising 
against Protestants in France, he fled 
to Switzerland. With his teachings of 
predestination, he influenced the 
English Puritans and their work ethic.

(1254–1324), merchant from the 
Venetian Republic, who published 
accounts of his travels  and thus 
introduced Europeans to Asia, Persia 
and China.

(1483–1546) started the Protestant 
Reformation and confronted then 
popular beliefs that freedom from 
punishment of sins could be bought. 
His theology challenged the authority 
of the Pope, because Luther said that 
the Bible was the only source of God's 
teachings. Luther was 
excommunicated by the Catholic 
Church in 1520 and declared an 
outlaw at the Diet of Worms in 1521. 

Mayas The Maya Civilization is known for 
the only known fully developed 
written language on the American 
continent before Columbus; the Mayan 
civilization goes back to 2000 BC, but 
it reached its peak between 250 and 
900 AD. They lived in present-day  
Guatemala, Belize, El Salvador and 
western Honduras.

Followers of this Protestant doctrine 
advocated greater “purity” of worship 
and doctrine, stating that  reforms of 
the Church of England had not gone 
far enough. Eventually they fled 
religious persecution in England and 
settled in the New World.

located in north-eastern Florida, it is 
the site of the oldest continuously 
occupied European established city in 
the continental United States.

term describing trade among three 
ports or regions, here it refers to the 
Transatlantic Triangular trade between 
England/Europe, British North 
America and West Africa



Vasco da Gama commander of the first ships to sail 
directly from Europe to India, he died 
in 1524. He was one of the most 
successful explorers in the European 
Age of Discovery.
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